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VOL, XXI AIR CORPS. NEWS LETTER NO. 17. 

Information Division btn , Munitions Building 
Air Corps September 1, 1938 , , _ Washington, D.C._ 
The chief 


nautics to the 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 


parpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
lying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT VISITS DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS IN PANAMA 


By Captain Robert F, 


Brown from cruising and fishing in 
tropical waters, President. Roosevelt, 
appearing in the best of health and spir- 
its, made a tour of inspection of bota 
Army and Navy defense establishments of 
the Panama Atlantic Sector on August Sth. 

Welcomed into Balbva harbor the previ- 


ous by Pursuit, Attack and Bombard- 
ment P anes of the 19th Wing, the Presi- 
dent boarded a special trein of the 


Panama Railroad early in the afternoon 
of August 5th. With him, in addition to 
his own party, traveled President Juan 
Demostenes Arosemena, of the Republic of 
Panama; Colonel Clarence S, Ridley, Gov~. 
ernor of the Panama Canal, and many 
senior Department Naval and Military of- 
ficers, Arriving in Cristobal at 4:15 
p.m, the President and his party were 
whisked away 4 a caravan of cars, ab 
protected by Chief Calloway's motorcycle 
patrolmen, 

I wish to leave Mr. President enroute 
to France Field while we tell of the 
neat planning that preceded his visit. 
The entire route to be traversed was 
gone over in detail, not once but sever- 
al times, to establish a reliable speed 
and timing for the tour. Commanding of- 
ficers were made conversant with the ex- 
pected time of arrival, honors to be 
rendered, formations expected of troops, 
a ta routes through their respective 
posts. 

The foregoing paragraph is injected 
rather tritely to prove that a properly 
eee event, even as auspicious as a 

residential visit, may go ff with a 
minimum of flurry and a measured preci- 
sion nothing short of perfectdoa,. Air- 

lanes of France Field returning from a 

roup tactical mission flew over the 
Presidential party just as it boarded 
the train on the Pacific side, yet there 
was ample time to land, line up the 
pisnee eat a late lunch, dress, and be 

n review formation by 4:35 p.m. 

At exactly 4:35 p.m, the Presidential 
car arrived at the France Field gate. 
Flourishes, "To the Color" and a 2l-gun 
salute preceded the greeting and welcome 
by Lieut. Colonel William 0, Butler, conm- 
we officer, France Field, and 
Colonel Fred H. Coleman, commanding of- 





ficer of the Panama Air Depot. Bo 


«fe 


Tate, Air Corps 


were invited into the President's car, 
anc the procession moved on down the 
main ro thro two lines of the 
"Guard of Honor" at salute, and turned 
left to the airdrome, Here the remain- 
der of the troops of the 6th Bombard- 
ment Group, augmented by those of the 
Panama Air oe were formed in front 
of the line o airplanes in group review 
formation. The President trooped the 
line both down and back as the troops 
remained at "present arms," and then 
followed a course thro the ters 
and barracks areas and back to the gate. 
Here occurred one of those things 
worthy of relati As Lieut. Colonel 
Butler and Colonel Coleman left the car, 
the latter said: "Mr. President, if I 


am not pyeekies out of turn, would you 
mind del sep my warm personal greet- 
Colonel Watson, your mili 


To which the President rep th a 
smile: "Step back to the car just be- 
hind us, Colonel, and give them your- 
self. We are in no big baat 

And so in a few moments, th a 
friendly smile, a wave of the hand 
was on his way, with the blaring of 
bugles and booming of gun, 

e President's hein included 

the Fleet Air Base, Submarine Base, Fort 
Randolph, Fort Davie and then to the 
locks at Gatun, there to board the 
"Youston, " 


ings to 
aide? I haven't seen in Peny Fears." 
lied : 


he 


It was on his way back from Fort 
Randolph, enroute to Fort Favis, on the 
public road past France Field that a 
memorable incident occurred. All cf the 
France Field soldiers had been marched 
back to barracks and dismissed. On 
talking it over, the consensus of 
r! etg se was that none had rea 
the President at all, what w the 
fleeting glimpse they were able to re- 
gister while standing at rigid atten- 
tion, And so out to the railroad 
tracks lining the Randolph road went _- 
six hundred soldiers to catch a "real 
look" —~ not an officer in sight. Would 
our previous show of discipline be 
ruined? The President's car came 
abreast at a goodly clip. Six hundred 
sOldiers came to unconmmanded salutes, 
and as the right flank was passed, spon- 
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taneously and as one man they uncovered 
and gave a deafening cheer, Mr. Roosevelt 
looked back, vigorously waved hi® hat in 
acknowledgment and was still waving it 
as his car passed out of sight. 

Mr, Roosevelt may forget that the 7th 
Squadron ar was under repair on 
August 5, 1938; he may forget the really 
excellent flying done on his behalf; ke 
may even forget that the troops looked 
unusually snappy standing formation in 
sun helmets for the first time, but I 
believe the spontaneous burst of approv- 
ing cheers from the throats of six hund- 
red France Field soldiers touched a note 
that he will remember. 

At any rate, Mr. President, we enjnyed 
your visit and were honored by it. We 
give you best wishes and renew our pledge 
of everlasting loyalty to our Commander- 
in-Chief, 

---000--= 


AERIAL REVIEW FOR THE PRESIDENT 


On August 4th, at 1:00 p.m, the en- 
tire 19th Wing passed in review on the 
port beam of the Cruiser U.S.S. HOUSTON, 
as she steamed into the Pacific entrance 
of the Panama Canal, Aboard her was the 
President of the United States, return- 
ing from a vacation cruise in the vicini- 
ty of the Galapagos Islands. ~— 

For two days the President and his- 
pers remained on the Isthmus, crossi 

e Atlantic side by train on Augus 
Sth. Brigadier General George H. Brett, 
Commander of the 19th Wing, was among 
those officials selected to accompany 
the President on automobile tours of in- 
spection during his visit. 

On the evening of August 5th, the Pre- 
sident boarded the HOUSTON at Gatun 
Locks, and the Cruiser steamed out 
a Colon Breakwater on her journey 

me. . 

According to statements issued to the 
press, President Roosevelt was entirely 
pleased with Army and Navy activities 
within the Canal mare 

——=—90U0 -—— 


BOGOTA FLIGHT LANDS AT FRANCE FIELD 


The flight of three Boeing B-17's 
which visited Bogota, Colombia, during 
the i al ceremonies of President 
Eduardo tos, landed at France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, at 12:50 p.m, on 
August 9th on their return f t to the 
States. The distance of 680 miles be- 


tween Bogota and France Field was cover- 
ed at an average speed of 207 miles an 
hour, the elapsed time being three hours 
and seventeen minutes. 

The Bombing planes remained on ths 
Isthms for two 8, several of the of- 
ficers of the flight visiting both Air 
Corba. Poss in the Panama Canal Depart- 
ment, With Miami as their firgt s 
the planes took off early on August 


if 





PERSONNEL CHANGES AT ALBROOK FIELD 


Lieut. Colonel Willis H, Hale, Air 
Corps, assumed command of Albrook Field, © 
Panama Canal Zone, on July llth, suc- 
ceeding Lieut. Colonel Benjamin G. Weir, 
who was assigned as Executive Officer 
of the 19th Wing. 

The following changes in the assign- 
ment of commissioned personnel at 
Albrook Field took effect on July 20th: 

To the 15th Air Base Squadron: Captain 
Manni . Tillery, Irom Base Headquar- 
ters; lst Lieut. Robert 0, Cork, from 
the 74th Attack Squadron; 2nd Lieut. 
William W. Jones, from the 29th Pursuit 
Squadron; 2nd Lieut, George P.Champion. 
fiom the 74th Attack Squadron; 2nd 
Lieut. Frank W, Gillespie, from the 24th 
Pursuit Sauadron, 


™ the 4th Attack Squadron: Captain 
Edgar A, Sirmyer, om the att 
8 





oe and to assume command; 
pete 16th Pursuit Group; Cyrus W. 
i from the 
15th Air Base Squadron. 
To the 24th Pursuit Squadron: lst 
Lieut. epher. 8B, rom the 15th 
H, Paul, Air Reserve, from 15th Air 
Base Squadron 
lst 
Headquarters; 2nd Lieut. Sam Maddux,Jr., 
from the 24th Pursuit Souadron, 
Pursuit Squadron. 
To 44th Peconnaissance § dron: lst 
, oundes.ill, from the 
command of the 24th Pursuit Squadron. 
---000--— 
The following-named enlisted men of 
the Air Corps. will be sone! etna loss 


euts. Kenneth R. Crosher, from Head- 
itchens, Jr. (Air Reserve) 
Air Base Scuadron; 2nd Lieut. Joseph 
To the 29th Pursuit Squadron: 
Lieut. Charles 5, Winkle, from Base 
To Headquarters, 16th suit Group: 
lst Lieut. Millar ewis, trom the 
Lieut. War 
METBOROLOGICAL TRAINING FOR ENLISTED MEN 
of grade or rating, by military aircraft 


if practicable, otherwise by rail, to 

the Lir Corps Weather School, Patterson 

Field, Fairfield, Ohio, to report not 

later than September 12, 1938, for the 

coreeeeere course, commencing on that 
6: 


First Weather Region 
Corporal uynn H, Robson and Private 


First Class Jacob Follmer, from Hamilton 
Fiei.d, Calif. 

Private First Class Edward 0, Smith, 
Gray Field, Fort Lewis, Wash. 

Private First Class Patrick C. Orum, 
March Field, Calif. 


Second Weather Region 

Master Sergeant Frederick A. 
Matchinski, a ge Field, Va. 

Staff Sergeant Louis D, Laurin, Ser- 
eants Walter Pikula and John A, Kapral, 
rom Patterson Field, Ohio. 

Continued on Page 3 ). 
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30-TON BOMBER REACHES LANGLEY FIELD 


The GHQ Air Force acquired a new and 
formidable woepen of the air on the morn- 
ing of A t 6th, when a B-15 f 
engined Bomber was delivered to the 2nd 
Bombardment Group at Langley Field, Va. 

This ty leviathan of the air is 
the newest and est Bombardment air- 
— now possessed by the United States 

my Air Corps and has a wing bos of 
over 150 feet, with a weight of 30 tons, 
and is similar in many respects to the 
well known B-17's, popularly called 


Ka ba Fortresses. 
e B-15 is equipped with four 1,000- 
horsepower engines, six machine 
bee 5 sey a a refrigeration lan 

oilet facilities and a kitchenette, 
While information regarding its top 
speed has not been released, it is de- 
scribed as "the most powerful fighting 
a 4 in the world." 

e B-15 was delivered to Langley 
Field by a crew of the Second Bombard- 
ment Group, who spent some time at 
Wright Field, Ohio familiarizing them- 
selves with the latest Bomber. Un~ 
el the mats 7 omy aos ht Paola oariy Olds 

e up le eld early on the 
aorulan of ae oe 

Others in the crew included or 
Edwin R, McReynolds, engineer pilot; 
Captain Robert F, Travis, navigator; 
Staff Sergeants James H. Boyles, William 
J. Heldt, Harry L. Hines 
John Piper and Sergeant Avrill Foreman, 
mechanics, and Private lst Class William 
A. Bristor, radio operator. 

n arrival at e Peninsula airdrome 
at 11:24 o'clock, the crew of the ship 
was greeted by various high ranking Army 
officers, who proseeset to inspect the 
latest and mos dern Bomber. 

The B-15 exemplifies the tremendous 
strides made by the aeronautical indust-~ 
ry and the neers of the Army Air 
Corps in the sign and construction of 
pone A wee efficient fighting unit in the 
world, 

Little imagination is required te vis- 
ualize what a potent a a fleet 
of these modern flying fortresses would 
be in the defense of the United States. 

Colonel Olds and the crew expressed 
themselves as hi pleased the 

erformance of the plane on the flight 

rom Wright Field, 

It was announced at Langley Field that 
the B«15 would be placed service 
along with the B-17's, three of which 
recently returned from a "good will" 
{iignt © Bogota, Colombia, South Amer- 

a, 
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During July, the ineering Depart~- 
ment of the Ban Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 
Field, Texas, overhauled 13 airplanes 
and 67 mngines, and repaired 46 air- 
Plenes and 22 engines. 


David L. Spicer, | Kno 





CONSTRUCTION STARTS AT CHANUTE FIELD 


Excavating for the foundations of new 
buildings to be constructed at Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, I1l., is progressing 
rapidly. To date, contracts have been 
closed for the foundations only of two 
school hangars, an Air Corps warehouse, 
& Quartermaster warehouse, and the ; 
Noncommissioned Officers' qoar vers: As 
Plane are completed and bids received, 
contracts wili be let for other founda- 
tions and super-structures. Thus far, 
three contractors have been awarded con- 
Meee arr atthetase yp ot ne Railroad 

sc ete e spur tr necessary 
to eerve the ates its new location. 

=o eee OC) ened 


BASIC COMBAT PLANES FOR CHANUTE FIELD 


Four new basic combat airplanes were 
recently received at Chanute Field 
Rantoul, I11, Captain George H. Steel, 
Lieuts., Albert Boyd, Franklin S. Henley 
and 0,E, Henderson made the trip to the 
factory of the North American Aviation, 
Inc., at Inglewood, Calif., to ferry 
these planes to the field. 


aanQQOsas 


Meteor cal Training for Enlisted Men 
Chsatimied ron Page ; } 


Sergeant Ambrose’ L. Koering, Fort 


x, Ky. 
Sergeant Stephen H, Martonak, Fort 
Benning, Ga, 
Corporal Franklin P, Finnicum, Middle- 
tewn Air ig th: Pa, ' 
Corporal Richard H, Miller, Selfridge 
Field, Mich, 

Corporal Linden R, Shoemaker, Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Md. 

Dns. 32 ee: Cari BE. Wagner, Chanute Field, 


Private Oscar H, True, Scott Field,I11l. 
Private First Class George R. Mille, 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
| i 


r 
: Sergeant Laurier LaMontagne, Dryden, 
exas. — 

Sergeant Henry L, Watters and Private 
First Class Albert P.H. Heck, Barksdale 
Field, La. 

Corporal & 
dolph Fiéld, Texas. 

Private First Class Thomas C. Cobb, 
Jr., Kelly Field, Texas. 

Private First Glass Odell J. Harrison, 
Hensley Field, Texas. 

Private First Class Albert J. Wilber, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Private First Class Harold W. Zercher, 
Jr., Maxwell Field, ° 

Private First Class William E, Zinmmer- 
man, Fort Riley, Kansas. 


Qowe 


t W. Throgmorton, Ran- 
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GENERAL OFFIGERS INSPECT KELLY FIELD 


Brigadier General George C. Marshall, 
Chief of the War Plans Division of the 
War Department General Staff, and Major 
General Frank M, Andrews, commanding the 
GHQ Air Force, while making a tour of 
Air Corps stations arrived at the Air 
Corps Traini Center on August 16th and 
paid a visit to Kelly Field on the morn- 
ing of the 17th, during which an inspec- 
tion of the posh was made, After lunch- 
ing at the Officers' Club, they.departed 
for Randolph Field; via Duncan Field -— 
where they spent.a short time. i 

Brigadier General Barton K. Yount 
ae ar General of the Air Corps 
Training Center, accompanied by Major 
John R, Morgan, Air Corps, visited Kelly 
Field on the morning of August 16th. 
While at Kelly Field, General Yount, ac- 
companied by Colonel Frank D, Lackland, 
Commandant of the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School, inspected various activi- 
ties, including the Cadet Detachment 
barracks, Attack, Bombardment, Observa- 
tion and Pursuit Sections, and the 
——— of the new construction project 
at the Advanced Flying School. 


0O-—— 


NEW OFFICER PERSONNEL AT KELLY FIELD 


The following-named Air Corps officers 
recently reported at the Advanced Flying 
School at Kelly Field, Texas,.and were 
assigned to organizations or duties as 
indicated: 

Captain James F, Phillips, Station 
Inspector. 


Captain Elmer T, Rundquist, Squadron 
Commander, 6lst School : uadron, 
First Lieut. Lloyd H. full 


P Mess, Sup- 
ply, Parachute, and-Assistant Armament 
and Ordnance Officer of the 12th Air 
meteat Ligh 
irs euts. Dyke F, Meyer, Earl F. 
Signer and 2nd Lieut. Wilbur W. .Aring, 
Fivins Instructors, Pursuit Section. 
enttae eens Warlas lalate. and 
; n, nstructors, 
Attack: Section, |” 
rs eut. iam J, Holzapfel, 
Flying Instruétor, Observation Section. 
First Lieut. William L, Lee reported 
from the Aye ye: Department, where he 
was on the st of General Douglas 
MacArthur, Military Adviser to the Phil- 
appane Government, as Acting Chief of the 
lippine Army ‘Air Corps. - While on 
this ty. Lieut. Lee was responsible 
for the initial organization of the 
ros Appipe Army Air Corps and the train- 
ing of its first pilots, He has been 
assigned to the l2th Air. Base Squadron. 


+) Sse 
BARKSDALE FLYERS BASE AT DUNCAN FIELD 


During the recent 3rd Army Maneuvers 
in the vicinity of San Antonio, Texas, 


Pa 








the San Antonio Air Dapek Duncan Field, 
was host from August 13th to 17th to a 


‘ngrpoup of 18 officers and 18 enlisted 


men, commanded by Major A.C. Strickland, 

of the Third Attack Group, GHQ Air 

Force, Barksdale Field, ° e Attack- 

ers with their A-17A planes were housed 

at Duncan Field while participating as 

an air echelon duri e Maneuvers. 
meme D0 — we 


ACTIVITIES AT LUKE FIELD, HAWAII 


Friday, July 29th, found the Base 
Headquarters and 17th Air Base Squadron, 
breaking camp at Bellows Field, 
Waimanalo, relinquishing possession to 
the 72nd Bombardment Squadron as they 
concluded their 1938 field training pe- 
riod. During the training period at 
Bellows Field the entire organization 
fired for record with the automatic 
pistol, and fired approximately 100 
ee man with the ground machine 
gun. e anti-aircraft course was: also 

ired by several men. 

In the 4th Reconnaissance Squadron, 
pone instruction and general concen- 

ration on all school work were in ef- 
fect caring July. All the Reserve of- 
ficers of the organization were hard at 
work studying for the examination for 
Regular commissions which took place on 
August 2nd and 3rd. "Their's has been 
no half-hearted attempt," says the News 
Letter Correspondent, "but a conscienti- 
ous and determined one, and it is be- 
lieved that they all have excellent 
chances to stand high in the list of 
competition, Here's good luck to 
them! " 

The Engineering Section of the 4th 
Reconnaissance Squadron has been study- 
ing religiously on various journeymen 
examinations, as have the Communications 
and Armament Sections. The men have en- 
tered into this enthusiastically and the 
results will undoubtedly be noticed in 
their futare work. 

The 23rd Bombardment Squadron partici- 
pated in the Group interception problem 
on July 19th, in which the U.S. 
Transport REPUBLIC, carrying Br er 
General Barton K. Yount and Colonel 
Millard F, Harmon, Air Corps, was the 
objective.- Twenty-four hours after the 
transport had left Honolulu, the B-18 
airplanes of the 5th Bombardment Group 
— an aerial review over the vessel 

n 


onor of the ene officers. The 
mission was carefu 


ly Planned, and all 
uadrons received 


e maximum amount 
training involved, 
In the terly load test held the 
latter part of July, no outstanding dif- 
ficulties were encountered in putting 
the B-18's through their paces. It is 
stated that thé:Group is making the most 
of the new equipment it now possesses. 
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‘NQ@N-STOP COAST TO COAST FLIGHT FOR B-18 


Prevail winds aided the B-18 Bomber 
on thé first transcontinental non-stop 
flight ever made in a craft of this 
type Taking off from Hamilton Field, 
Calif., on August 19th, the plane landed 
at Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, 15 
hours and 38 minutes later. 

The Bombardment plane was pesetes by 
Lieut. John G, Armstrong, of the llth 
Bombardment § on, Hamilton Field. 
Lieut. David H, Walker was the co-pilot; 
Private C.E. Dysinger, mechanic, and 
Private D.L. Byerly, radio operator. 

The crew used oxygen masks most of the 
way, as the fligh was made at a high 
altitude. The distance involved was 
2570 miles. - 


STWDENT OFFICERS AT A.C, TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


The following-named officers of the 
Air Corps, Marine Corps and the U.S. 
Coast Guard are pur courses of in- 
struction at the Air Corps Technical 
School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11.: 


Mainten ineoring Course 
iit forne Ofiioers 


ey tag John J, Morrow, from Hamilton 
Field, Calif, 
lst Lieuts. Millard C. Young and John 
M, Hutchison, from Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
lst Lieuts, Dawson S. Moseley, Jr. 
Paul T, Hanley, Elvin §. Ligon and Clair 
L. Wood, March Field, Calif. 
lst Lieuts. Arnold T, Johnson and 
rrp? L. Kreidor, Selfridge Field, 
ch, 
. lst Lieuts. Joseph B, Stanley and 
Harry Coursey, Langley Field, Va. 
end Lieut. Homer A, Boushey, Jr., Fort 
Lewis, Wash, 


agrane “SERS Peter 
- Captain Booker C, erton, Quantico, 
a. 


oas officer 
Lieuts. 4.5, ve oxi, Miss. ; 

C.L. Har » East Hartford, Conn.; 
William Schissler, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
and Lieut. (jg) L.H, Seeger, Cape May, 
New Jersey. 

(s) icatio 

r Cc 


lst Lieuts, William M, Canterbury and 
Richard A, Legs Philippine Department. 

lst Lieuts. Albert . Wilson, Jr., and 
Cerl Swyter, March Field, Calif, 

lst_Lieuts. Glenn C, Thompson, Richard 
C. Weller and 2nd Lieut. Paul H. Dane 
from Langley Field, Va, 

2nd Lieut. Seward W. Hulse, Jr., Kelly 
Field, Texas. : Riesetiey 

---000--~ 


Having been found by an Army retiring 
board incapacitated for active service 
due to disability incident thereto, Cap- 
tain David M, » Air Corps, is re- 
tired from active service, effective 
August 31, 1938 


=! 


NEW TYPE OF OXYGEN MASK 


An article in a recent issue of an 
aviation journal is to the effect that a 
new type altitude oxygen mask, de- 
signed by ee physicians at Rochester, 
Minn., has been called "completely suc- 
cessful" following extensive flight 
tests, and that announcement was made 
by Northwest Airlines that it will equip 
all its transports with the new masks 
by the fall of this year. While these 
masks will be used to prevent pilot 
fatigue, they will also be necessary 
for passengers. 

Final tests on the mask were made dur- 
ing the course of a flight in a North- 
west Airlines' Lockheed from Minneapolis, 
Minn,, to Burbank, Calif. Personnel of 
this airline volunteered as subjects for 
the tests. 

Dr. W.R. Lovelace, in cooperation with 
Dr. W.M, Boothby and Dr, A.H, Bulbulian, 
covelenes the new type “ — 

vantage: e new e 
of mask lie ge fact that it mele (oot 
mich less oxygen, as little as one-tenth 
@s much as apparatus now in general use. 
This not only tends to reduce the amount 
of oxygen required to be carried on air- 
planes but cuts down the weight element, 

An rtant feature in the —— of 
the mask is that it leaves the mouth un- 
covered geen Pd am pilots to use stand- 
are radio equipment. The mask is of 
molded rubber, consisting cf a nose- 
oe resembling an old fashioned foot- 
all noseguard, and a molded rubber tube 
which forms a circle from each side of 
the ge ag under the mouth. A flex- 
ible rubber tube leads downward from 
this to a valve, which mixes oxygen from 
the tank with air. A new type oxygen 
tank is used which, altho retaining 
the same strength, is much lighter than 
standard oxygen tanks, Another tube 
from the valve leads to the oxygen sup- 
Ply. Below the valve is suspended a 
small bladder just large enough for a 
single breath. 

A newly Gove ioped Feancing valve at 
the oxygen tank is so designed that it 
will feed the right amount of oxygen, 
regardless of the mumber of masks it 
serves, As as 30 outlets have been 
connected to this valve without, it is 
claimed, gga J the amount of oxygen 
going to each mask, 

In addition to Dr, Lovelace, nine of- 
ficials, pilots and mechanics of the 
Northwest Airlines participated in the 
final flight test. 

The art ee on further to say 
that tests with Army Air Corps experts 
at Wright Field, cbservations in low 
peoesure chambers, and altitude test 





te of short tion had been con- 
ducted prior to the final test. 
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AIR CORPS PARTICIPATION IN AIR RACES 


The War Department recently announced 
the approval of plans for an Army Air 
Gores demonstration and exhibit at the 
National Air Races, Cleveland, Ohio, 
Segvenber 3rd, 4th and 5th, 

e 27th Purguit Squadron of the First 
Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., 
€ pppoe with eighteen P-35 Seversky 
single-seater fighters, will perform a 
thirty-minute air drili daily, including 
mass formation and tactical maneuvers. 

The ground exhibit will consist of 
nine modern tactical airplanes, each 
representative of a different type of 
combat plane, as follows: 

A Bel Boeing four-engined Bomber, 
commonly called the "Flying Fortress;" 

a Be1l8, Douglas twin-engine Bomber; an 
A-18A Curtiss twin-engine Attack plane; 
a Northrop A-17, si e-engined Attack 
planes a Curtiss P single-seater 

ighter; a North American B-Cl Basic 

Combat plane, a North American 0-47 Ob- 
servation phanas the North American BI-9 
training plane and the Kellett Autogiro. 
These nine planes will be located in an 
open air enclosure readily accessible to 

e public visiting the Races, and 
guides will be available daily to answer 
ogee and describe the characterist- 

cs and purposes of each type. 

The P-35 Seversky fighter, 18 of which 
will fly daily, is a low-wing all-metal 
monoplane, powered with a Pratt & Whitney 
"Wasp" motor, developing more than 800 
horsepower, It has a speed of nearly 
three hundred miles per hour straightaway 
i Se high performance and maneuver- 
a y. 

Major Willis Taylor, commanding the 
27th Squadron, explained that his Squad- 
ron normally operates at high altitudes 
and many of the tactical maneuvers conm- 
mon’ at those fighting levels will per 
force be eliminated in the comparatively 
low altitude work required at the Races. 
However, his Squadron will be able to 
demonstrate most of the squadron forma- 
tions and many tactical maneuvers common 
to Pursuit flying in war exercises. 

Under the plan announced by the Com- 
manding General of the GHQ Air Force 
Major General Frank M, Andrews, the 27th 
Squadron will arrive at Cleveland on 
Friday, ore end, make a practice 
flight on t date and fly for thirty 
minutes on the afternoons of Saturday 
Sunday and Mon Labor Day), returning 
to its home station early Tuesday, Sep-- 
tember 6th. 

---000--- 


NEW COMMANDER ARRIVES AT TRAINING CENTER 


Brigadier General Barton K. Yount, Air 
soa assumed command of the Air Corps 
Tr ning Center, Randolph Field, Texas, 
on August 5, 1938. General and Mrs. Yount 


| Primary Flying School, Randol 





arrived in San Antonio from the West 





Coast the day previous. Colonel Frank — 
D. Lackland, Commandant of the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, met 
them at the railroad depot in San -- :iwv 
Antonio, and the officers of Randolph 
Field met them on their arrival at t 
station. 

Prior to his present duty as Command- 
ing General of the Air Corps Training 
Center, General Yount commanded the 
18th Wing in the —— Department. 

wanQOOas= 


PERMANENT COMMISSION FOR LIEUT, KAUFFMAN 


Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, announced the appoint- 
ment of 2rd Lieut. Donald Harry Kauffman, 
Air Reserve, as a second lieutenant in 
the Air Corps, Regular Army, with rank. 
from July.1, 1938, and his assignment to 
duty at Mitchel Field, N.Y., the station 
to which he was transferred as a Reserve 
officer in June, 1938, from Selfridge 
Field, Mich, 

Lieut. Kauffman was born at Carlisle, 


Pa., May 30, 1915. He graduated from 
the Pennsylvania State Teachers College 
in 1936, Appointed a Flying Cadet in 


the Air Corps, he graduated ee 

eid, 
and the Advanced ~~ School, Kelly 
Field, and on June » 1937, he was 
given the rating of "Airplane Pilot," 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Air Reserve, and assigned to active duty 
with the First Pursuit Group at Self- 
ridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich, 

Several weeks following his arrival at 
Selfridge Field, Mich., Lieut. Kauffman 
suffered a leg fracture as the result of 
an emergency parachute jump. and he 
spent some time in the Selfridge Field 
hospital and later at the Walter Reed 
General Hospital, Meshington, D.C. 

———9U0 --— 


PERSONNEL NOTES 


Three second lieutenants of the Air 
Corps have been designated as students to 
pursue the Photographic course at the 
Denver Branch of the Air Corps Technical 
School, ea | Field, Denver, Colo., re- 
porting not later than August 28th for 
ney They are Waymond A, Davis and. 
Wallace E, Neu, from March Field, Calif., 


and Francis L, Rivard, from Mitchel ao 


Field, N.Y. 

Captain Harold G, Peterson was trans- 
ferred from Chanute Field, I1ll., to 
Scott Field, Ill., for duty: with the 
15th Observation Squadron, . 

First Lieut. Thomas R. Starratt, Air 
Corps, was transferred to the Cavalry, 
effective September 1, 1938, and trans- 
ferred from Lo Field, Colo., to the 
Cavalry School, Fort RAsey Kans., for 
duty as student in the 19 8-39 course. 
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HARMON EFFICIENCY TROPHY TO 79TH PURSUIT 


The 79th Pursuit Squadron, 2Oth Pur- 
suit Group, GHQ Air Force, Barksdale 
Field, La., having attained the highest 
efficiency standard of any combat squad-~ 
ron in the Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, . 
during the Fiscal Year 1937-1938, wiil 
be presented the Harmon Efficiency Tro- 

in the near future. 

is Trophy was given to Colonel 
Millard F, Harmon. on October 2, 1936, by 
the business men of Shreveport, La., as 
a present and token of their friendship 
for hin, 

Colonel Harmon in turn presented the 
Trophy to the Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, 
with the provision that it be given to 
the combat squadron of that wing attain- 
ing the highest efficiency standard each 
Fiscal Year. 

The computation for the determination 
or the winni squadron in the award of 
the Harmon Efficiency Trophy is accom- 
plished each July for the training year 
ending June 30th. Competition for the 
Trophy is confined to the combat squad- 
rons of the Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, 


only. 

The following factors are given equal 
value in determining the total score of 
each squadron: 

Maintenance of airplanes; 
oun of Training Regulations 

Completion of War Department (GHQ) 
Training Directive; 

Maintenance of Barracks and Grounds; 

Appearance of personnel; 

Airplane accidents; 

Forced landings; 

Efficiency of Airplane Maintenance; 

Venereal Rate, and 

Court-Martial rate. 

The following is the standing of the 
combat squadrons of the 20th Pursuit 
orours GHQ Air Force, in the competition 
for the Harmon Efficiency Trophy in the 


Third Wing: 
Fiscal Year 1937-38 


1, 79th Pursuit Squadron 
2, 55th Pursuit Squadron 
3. 77th Pursuit Squadron 


The 79th Pursuit § on deserves a 
great deal of credit for bringing their 
me Poop standing from sixth to first 
Place during the aged Year 1937-1938. 


The gunn ractice at Galveston, 
Texas, of ths Br th Pursuit Squadron, sta- 
tioned at Barksdale Field, La., has 
egain been completed, with scores so far 
above the average as to cause the 
Corps News Letter Correspondent to add 
that: Any prospective enemy would do 
well to nk twice before getting in 
renge of these pe +l 


ay A 


On the Barksdale 
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PERSONNEL TO PARTICIPATE IN AIR RACES 


Elsewhere in this issue of the News 
Letter is an article concerning the par~ 
ticipation of the 27th Pursuit § on, 
from Selfridge Field, Mich,, in the 
National Air Races at Cleveland, Ohio, 
September 3rd to 5th, next. 

Advice just received from the Selfride 
Field eage M pRe ooE is to the effect 
that the following personnel will par- 
ticipate in these Races: 

Major Willis R. beg. coat 

Captain Robert S, Israel, Jr., 

lst Lieuts. Allen T, Bennett, Murray 
C. Woodbury, Winslow C. Morse, 

2nd Lieuts. James 0, Guthrie, John S. 
Chennault, Thomas J, Barrett, Howard B, 
Nichols, Arthur R, Kingham, Joseph F.B. 
Parker, Charles E, Grogan, Dale D, 
Brannon, William J, Feallock, II, Ralph 
S. Garman, Neil E, Kearby, Harold E, 
Kofahl, Theodore S, Proxmire, Clinton 
C. Wasem and Jamesg R. Watt. 

The enlisted men are: 

Master Sergeant Frank 0, Wadsworth, 

Technical Sergeant George Cal ’ 

Staff Sergeants Zari W, Geaham-and 
Fora M,; SWinsy, 

Sergeants Fred J. Mathews, Floyd W. 
White, Walter Shultz, 

Corporals Edward E, Winning, Leewood 
poo James A. Pelling, Clarence E, 

orn, 

Privates lst Class Herbert F, Condne, 
Chester J. Jasinowshi, Frank B. Double, 
Archibald W.G. MacBeth, 

Privates Theodore J. Schoolcraft, 
Thaddeus C, Strong, John I, Ciesla,Jchn 
A. Ziemba and Roy E. Neal. 


55TH PURSUIT CELEBRATES ORGANIZATION DAY 


The 55th Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale 
Field, La., ages | celebrated Organi- 
zation Day with ar cnic at Clear Lake 

eld reservation, It 
was a day of pleasure for all concerned. 
The refreshments provided the gastric 
delights, and a prolonged session of 
Bingo kept the ladies amused while the 
officers and enlisted men erijoyed a "Tug 
of War." There were cries of "foul play" 
when Major Armin F, Herold, Air CORRS, 
back stop for the officers,upoy, see 
defeat staring him in the oye, wrappe 
the end of the rope around a tree. The 
enlisted men led so hard that the 
not only won the » but succeeded in 
leaving a scar on the tree trunk in 
memory of the festive occasion, 


1 eons 


The 77th Pursuit ees Barksdale 
Field, La,, recently had a change of 
comman officers, Major Milo N.Clark 
being relieved from his duties as oe 
ton Commander asd assigned as Base - 
tant, Captain Orrin L, Grover was as- 
signed to duty as Commander of. the 77th. 
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MID AIR COLLISION FATAL TO TWO CADETS 


Flying Cadets Edward DeLaney Willard, 
of Modesto, Calif., and Robert Rempfer 
Whitehouse, of Evanston, Illinois, both 
students in the Pursuit Section of the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, were killed in the mid-air 
collision of their BT-8 7 eet waich 
occurred at about 10:00 o'clock on the 
—r of August 15th, about one and 
one-half miles south of Dilley, Texas. 

Both students, with their instructor, 
2nd Lieut. John F, Guilmartin, were fly-| 
ing in a three-plane formation which had 
been performing a routine training mis- 
sion prior to the accident. Followi 
the collision, Willard's plane crashe 
from its cruising altitude of 1500 feet, 
while Whitehouse regained control of 
his plane and climbed to an altitude of 
gperoxinetely 3500 feet, where he 
"bailed out." 

For some unexplainable reason, Cadet 
Whitehouse's parachute was not opened 
and, since inspection of the 'chute af- 
ter the accident, failed to reveal any 
defect, it is the belief that the pilot 
was struck by some pert of the airplane 
as he e- $6 
Cadet Willard was born on March 18, 
1916, at Modesto, Calif., where he re- 
sided when he was appointed a Flying 
Cadet. His father and mother, Mr. and 
Mrs. G.H,. Willard, are also residents 
of Modesto. Cadet Willard graduated 
from Modesto Junior College in 1937, at 
that time receiving his certificate as 
an Associate of arts. 

Cadet Whitehouse was born on February 
16, 1917, at Topeka, Kansas, and was a 
resident of Evanston, Illinois, when he 
received his appointment as a Flyi 
Cadet. He attended Northwestern Unaiver- 
sity from 1935 to 1937. He is survived 
Lo s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Horace 


tehouse, of Evanston. 
Both Flying Cadets had reported on 
July lst for the advanced flying course 


at Kelly Field, after comp te3ng the 
primary course at Randolph Field. 

The entire Air Corps extends its most 
sincere 5s thy to the families and 
friends of ese two very promising young 
pilots, who died in the service of their 
country. 


---000--- 
On Angas’ 17th, the San Antonio Air 
Depot, can Field, Texas, enjoyed a 


brief visit from Major General Frank M. 
Andrews, Commanding General of the GHQ 
Air Force; Brigadier General G.C. Mar- 
shall, Assistant Chief of Staff, War 
Department; Lieut. Colonel E.l, Naiden 
and Lieut. Williams, of Langley Field. 
These officers were visit r Corps 
stations, pe ee in a C-32 transport, 
n 





and were returning to the East from the 
West Coast. 


-8- 





VISITING AIRCRAFT CREW AT MAXWELL FIELD 


In a recent issue of the News Letter 
it was stated that during the calendar 
year 1937, the Visiting Ship Hangar 
Crew at Bolli Field, D.C., established 
what they consider should be a record 
for the handling of visiting aircraft, 
in that a total of 2,985 transient air- 
planes were serviced without accident 
to aircraft or og gl to personnel, 

With reference to the above, the News 
Letter Correspondent from Maxwell Field, 
Montgomery, Ala., submitted the follow- 


ing: 

“nd th an Emergency Crew of seventeen 
men, under the supervision of the Sta- 
tion Engineering Officer and under the 
immediate direction of Lieut. Dyke F. 
Meyer and Staff Sergeant S.K. Frost 
Maxwell Field hung up a new record in 
servicing hey aircraft during the 
fiscal year of 1938, The total number 
of 2 serviced during ie eer one 
was 3,440, Of this number 2,753 were 
Army planes of all types. Navy visit- 
ors numbered 687. 

Visitors included all ranks from the 
Chief of the Air Corps, General Oscar 
Westover, to second lieutenants fresh 
from Kelly Field. 

Numerous appreciative comments were 
made in praise of the efficiency of the 
Emergency Crew, With the 1938 record 
behind them, the Emergency Crew of this 
station bids welcome to all visiting 
aircraft during the next fiscal year." 


PERSONNEL CHANGES IN GHQ AIR FORCE 


Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, relieves Colonel 
Walter H, Frank (Air Corps), General 
Staff Corps, now on duty at General 
Headquarters Air Force, Langley Field, 
Va., from detail as a member of the 
General Staff Corps and from assignment 
to the General Staff with troops, to 
take effect August 31, 19 

Colonel Walter G. Kilner (Air Corps), 
General Staff Corps, now on duty at Gen- 
eral Headquarters Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va., is assigned to duty as chief 
of staff, General Headquarters Air 
Force, to take effect September 1,1938. 

Lieut. Colonel Francis M, Brady, Air 
Corps, now on duty at ne pa Field, 
Va., is detailed as a member of the 
General Staff Gore and assigned to the 
General Staff with troops, to take ef- 
fect September 1, 1938, and will report 
to the commanding general, General Head- 
guns sere Air Force, Langley Field, Va., 
or duty accordingly. 


---000--- 
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WHY DO THEY CALL THEM "SOLDIER BOYS"? 
By the Selfridge Field Correspondent. 


The expression "Soldier Boys" is 
troublesome, not only to the present day 
soldier, but the term continually re- 
ouires an explanation to the 


writer remembers this term was used ex» 1 


tensively during the World War, P 

song writers may have wished this on us 

in order to make their ditties come out 

eg Now as we Hing mnean See ears, 
e term seems @ gra ° Taye, 

the career, record ont uma pobhe re) 

Staff Sergeant Elbert Dossett, 94th Pur- 


guit Squadron, lst Pursuit Gr Self- 
ridge Held, Mich., may help png roe 


The Sergeant was born on March 29 
191, at Ridgeway, Ill, He enlisted in 
the Air Corps and was appointed Staff 
Sergeant during his first enlistment. No 
‘ne can say that he is not the last word 
in oompessocy, With these facts before 
ts he is conclusive procf to exemplify 
she title "Soldier Boys." He right 
deserves same, Perhaps,in a way, hold- 
ing the grade of Staff for 17 years has 
peen of great service to him and justi- 
ties him to be chief contender for the 
above title under discussion. Now the 
problem before his friends is, will 
there now be a change in his actions, 
will they lose the companionship th 
have so long enjoyed? Will he, by 3 
own very actions, eliminate himself from 
being the one living exemple of the 
answer to this question? 

Not long 880 » the Sereeant returned 
from furlough, There was a gleam in his 
eyes when he mentioned he had brought a 
widow back vith him, a black cue a 
that. Many were nonplusged és they 

atvered around. Then he proseeded to 
ring, forth a small box. t was finally 
oper.cd amidst ahs and other barrack room 
expcsssions. It vas found that the Ser- 
ean% had brought back a Black Widow 
Spider, the most dangerous of the spe- 
cles, The one Shing foremost in all 
Minds was the fact that the black spider 
always devours her mate. He has no 
reason to be jealous of his new pet. She 
is left to her own devices and is never 
bothered in her little home. She has, 
however, tobe loyal and has in a way 
beccine a benefactor to the Squadron vy 
doin away with all other spfiers in the 
bar--acks, The boys in turn show her 
the. enpgeniation by seeing that she is 
wei! supplied with flies for her daily 
rai; ons, 

Several months have passed, and the 
widow continues to thrive and seems con- 
tert with her present surroundings, - 
Will the Sergeant be advanced in grade 
vefore she devours him or vice versa? 
Will the two continue hy in their 
prose? happy existence? If so, the lst 

suit Group will again gain rec > 
tion by being able to tel 


Fo Mechelen + 


that one of their members is the living 
answer to the title "Soldier Boys." 
~-~000--- 
SQUADRON CONTINUALLY ON THE MOVE 


Headquarters Flight Section was re- 


Peently again on the move, Monday, August 


» Was moving day for Headquarters and 
Headquarters Squadron, lst Pursuit 
Group, GHQ Air Force, Selfridge Field, 
Mich. This time it was from the hangar 
of the 27th Pursuit Squadron to the one 
occupied by the 94th suit Squadron, 
The move was made to make room for the 
airplanes assigned to the 27th Pursuit 
Squadron, which it is expected will ‘take 
part in the Port Bragg maneuvers, 

In the past, Headquarters Squadron has 
occupied at some time or other all four 
hangars at Selfridge Field. This makes 
the second time they have resided with 
the 94th. "It looks as if we have 
started our second cycle of moving, al- 
though not in the same order," says the 
News Letter Correspondent, and he then 
adds: "The personnel of the flight sec- 
tion are becoming very efficient at 
moving. This last transfer was made in 
what we believe to be record time - two 
hours flat, erations and engineering, 
as well as flying, were hardly inter- 
— es are a renal Pree 

© engine changes be made e 
94th, but in another month we should 
have the entire west half to ourselves. 
The office, stock room and radio are lo- 
cated in the southwest corner of the 

ar. In the past, the operations and 
engineering clerk was given a corner in 
the room used the other squadron for 
their office. is has proven unsatis- 
factory for all concerned, so the new 
Plan we are trying of having the office 


out in the ar is being experimented 
ps eon So far it has proven a sound 
ea. 


No trouble was experienced during the 
moving with the exception of one load 
being dumped from the trailer. The 
clerks were moving their office omsie- 
ment with a tug, and after successfully 
reaching their destination the entire 
load fell off the trailer, Things were 
in a pretty mess, though nothing was 
broken. 

Where to next? Gossip has it that we 
are headed for the tractor shed - maybe 
s0. Siould this be true, we will try 
and make even better time in a and 
will undoubtedly transform these sheds 
into a first class hanger. ‘Just a 
little home to pend ote rch 

; 7, mon Q0mn— 


Major Orlo H, Quinn, Air Corps, having 
been found by an Army retéring board in- 
Capacitated for active service on ac- 
count of disability incident thereto, is 





retired from active service, effective 


the world a 31, 1938, 
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THE FIGHTING AIRPLANE 


In an article in the September-October 
issue of ARMY ORDNANCE, Mr. Horace J. 
Alter, an aeronautical engineer of — 
Brooklyn, N.Y., states that the fighting 
airplane may be considered the opening 
weapon of offensive tactics, due to its 
mobility and striking power at long 
ranges, since it can reach far beyond 
the frontiers and invade deeper into 
hostile territory in a few hours than 
any other branch of the Army, and that 
with the varibus types of. bombs it is 


. gepedec 22 caraydng in pos aisjit can 
br the effects of war to any portion 


of the theatre of war into which it has 
penetrated. 

Contending that the fighting airplane 
will be the main defensive weapon in the 
air, its mission being to engage the 
bomber, the author asserts that, in or- 
der to compete with present bombers, de- 
fending airplanes must possess superior 
armament, speed, and perhaps climb and 
maneuverability. He believes that air 
combats are mich more probable between 
bomber and fighter; that escorts for a 
bombardment squadron on long missions 
are improbable, due to ins 
loads of Pursui 
type and, as far as single-seaters are 
concerned, they cannot defend the rear 
and must abandon support of a bombard- 
ment formation when attacked by hostile 
airplanes; further, that the modern bom- 
bers in formation are well suited to 
repel a pursuit attack by concentration 
and volume of fire and, therefore, have 
little need of an escort. 

Other handicaps confronting Pursuit 
are enumerated, viz: 

- The speed of the Bombardment plane ap- 
proaches that of a Pursuit plane, thus 

ravating the difficulty of intercep- 
tion by the latter; 

The all-metal construction of the Bom- 
bardment plane makes it more difficult 
to destroy, since its structure is such 
that it can be pierced with machine gum 
bullets without weakening it; 

The use of the automatic pilot and in- 
groves instrument flying equipment al- 

ows the Bombardment plane to carry out 
missions under conditions considered in- 
possible during the World War; 

The Pursuit or fighter pilot attacking 
@ modern Bombardment plane has to cope 
with higher speeds and altitude, more 
efficient airplanes ani formations, 
heavier armament and a multiplicity of 
oe angles in order to avoid the fire of 

omber gunners, 

Referring to the defense fighter plane 
used against Bombers which, it is point- 
ed out, would not be the single-seater, 
or the slightly larger two-seater, but a 
ae high speed, heavily armed ship, 
Mr. Alter says that if this defense 
plane can intercept the Bomber before it 


| 


has reached its objective or can impede 
its progress by diverting it or forcing 
it to fight, the Bomber would be ata 
disadvantage, and the defense would 

then have a chance to bring up reenforc- 


, ing planes and ground batteries, that 


{ 


| is, provided the defense fighter has 


' had previous warning of the impendi 


ficient fuel | 
t planes of the two-place | 


'horsepowers and ma: 





raid and has had time to gain sufficient 
altitude to dive and overhaul the Bom- c 
ber, otherwise it will be impossible to 
a the raid, Since closing in on 

he Bombardment plane during bombing 
operations would be hazardous and a 
serious hindrance to antiaircraft ground 
operations, the only choice left to the 
defense fighter would be to attack the 
Bomber returning from its rbidix. 

Further along in his article, Mr. 
Alter enters into a discussion of air- 
cooled versus liquid-cooled engines. He 
states that the necessity of high speed 
indicates the use of motors of high 
horsepower and low power loading, since 
these factors have a marked effect on 
take-off, climb and speed at altitude - 
all of which are of utmost importance 
to the mili , airplane. He points out 
thet,while in the United States the air- 
cooled radial engine has predominated 
and the development of the in-line 
liquid-cooled engine has all but ceased, 
there is little doubt that for equal 
horsepower the in-line engine has less 
drag than the radial. In tests run at 
the California Institute of Technology, 
it was shown that there is a 21 percent 
increase in speed with an 18 percent de- 
crease in power if an in-line engine of 
1,000 horsepower is used instead of a 
55-inch diameter single-row radial en- 
gine developi 1250 brake horsepower. 

As the diameter of the radial engine 
increases, more of the horsepower is 
used in overcoming the resistance of the 
engine itself, until a point is reached 
at which no matter how many engines are 
added no increase of speed is obtainable. 

Efficient and even cooling of the 
radial engine at high altitude has be- 
come more and more difficult with higher 
necessitate richer 
mixture ratios with the same power out- 
put as is obtained at sea level, thus 
reducing the fuel economy. 

In taking the stand for the liquid- 
cooled engine, Mr. Alter asserts that 
there is no reason to believe that the 
horsepower limit has been reached with 
it, but that, in fact, tests seem to in. 
Gicate more efficient performance with 
it than with the radial in the high- 
powered engines. The liquid-cooled en- 
gine equipped with the turbo-type super- 
oer, el can hold sea-level power, with- 
out loss up to an altitude of 40,000 
feet, while the radial engine with the 
centrifugal-type supercharger suffers a 
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sis teen Beene loss at the same alti- 
tude. echanically, the exhaust-gas 
turbo-blower is far superior to the gear- 
driven type, and when starting at slow 
speeds the former does not produce any 
1 eg ed pressure and therefore is 
not a load “pep the engine. It also . 
permits the free pouenpe of the exhaust 
oe On i oF er Sapte: Aue one” 
ugal type is always a load upon the 
engine, as the power required to turn it 
is practically constant, even if the air 
is not being compressed. 

More economical performance through 
use Of higher compression ratios may be 
readily achieved with the liquid-cooled 
than with the air-cooled engine, since 
it is acco ied by higher specific 
heats. With leaner fuel mixture and 
lower full throttle specific fuel con- 
sumption, the liquid-cooled engine 
should prove of great tactical value to 
the military airplane in maintaining an 
air patrol and in providing i. range. 

re beige the prospects of the Diesel 
engine whi like the liquid-cooled en- 
gine, presents a field that has been as 
undeveloped, Mr. Alter, after point- 

ng out that the greater weight of the 

Diesel engine may be offset by the sav- 
ing in fuel consumption, cites various 

factors in its favor, such as: 

As break mean effective pressure in- 
creases °nd more ed construction is 
necessary, the weights of the Diesel and 
gasoline engines will tend to become 
more nearly equal, 

In climbing from sea level to 10,000 
feet, the Diesel will increase its revo- 
lutions, thus increasing its power out- 
put; hence its power curve does not drop 
off as rapidly with altitude as does 
that of the gasoline engine, due to its 
higher compression ratio. 

nder normal combustion conditions in 
the Diesel cylinder, an oversupply of 
air and oxygen usually is sustained in 
ratio to the amount of fuel used, and 
the revolutions per minute decrease less 
rapidly than in a gasoline engine at al- 
titudes above 10,000 feet. 

The performance of a two-stroke, scav- 
onging, waperchargsd Diesel engine, be- 
sides giving smoother operation and more 
power strokes per revolution, has a re- 
markable economical fuel consumption, 
which is an important advantage. 

The Diesel does not interfere with 
radio apparatus and offers little chance 
of interference with the ignition system 
by means of rays, radio, or other such 
possibilities of future wars. 

The Diesel offers reduced fire hazard - 
an especially favorable feature for the 
military airplane which may be attacked 
with incendiary bullets. 

In airplanes weighing between 16,000 
and 20, Bey two Diesel engines of 
between 1 and 1500 horsepower each 
would be necessary, and for best perforn- 
ance such motors should have opposite ro- 





tation to counteract the high torque. 
Oppositely rotating motors have not been 
adopted in this country, but hate been 
favored abroad, and in France motors of 
opposste rotation are compulsory for bi- 
motored ships. 

Mr. Alter claims that with the in-line 
liquid-cooled m3 ORT or opposed, narrow 
Diesel engines, it no longer should be 
necessary to place the propeller in 
front of the wing. He states that tests 
conducted at the N.A.C.A, Laboratories 
indicate that a _— Lge mage driven 
by an engine inclosed in the wing, has a 
higher propulsive efficiency than a trac- 
tor propeller driven in the same manner, 

Discussing aircraft armament, Mr. 
Alter points out that the high speed of 
present airplanes places os signifi- 
cance upon long range. and destructive 
effect of og ag Size, placement and 
mobility are the important factors and 
not the total number of guns, The ma- 
chine guns as used at present can do 
little damage to bombers and cannot be 
expected to force the fight. The adop- 
tion of shell-firing cannon and explo- 
sive shell seems indicated. The explo- 
sive shell does away with the need of 
accurate sighting and timing, since a 
direct hit is not necess to cause 
damage. Large cannon can be placed in 
bimotored, multiplace combat airplanes 
without seriously affecting the perform- 
ance of the planes. These guns can be 
mounted to produce a high concentration 
of fire in all sectors, 

Touching on the essential part of any 
airplane, the crew, the author finds 
further justification for his advocacy 
of the maltiplace combat plane in the 
fact that there is not sufficient per- 
sonnel in a single or dual-place fighter 
to carry on sustained combat, With the 
multiplace combat plane casualties to 
personnel do not decrease its effective- 
ness mater telly. In the Pursuit plane 
the pilot has to maneuver his plane and 
tend to his guns at the same time, and 
he has a limited field of fire. tf he 
is wounded, either seriously or fatally, 
the airplane is effectively out of com- 
bat or a menace to both sides. 

His arguments in favor of the mlti- 
lace combat plane are summed up as fol- 
ows: 

1. It is capable of sustained figpting 

at all times and under varied condi- 
ons. 

2. It is heavily armed and can carry 
large-bore weapons without serious ef- 
fec pon structure or performance. 
rin It has a heavy concentration of 

Tre. z 

4, It is cupebie of fighting at high 
altitudes without undue strain or great 
discomfort to its personnel. 

5. It has adequate personnel and can 
be effective even when casualties 
occur, 

---000--— 
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88TH SQUADRON IN FIRST WING EXERCISES , Kleenex First aid kit, 
| Ghewing gum complete) 
The 88th Reconnaissance Squadron, sta-| Paper, bathroom Candy kisses 


tioned at Hamilton Field, Calif., parti-!| Paper, writing 
cipated in the First Wing, G.H.Q. Air 'Album, st 
Force, Exercisés in the Pacific Northwest! Album, family 


Circular slide rule 
large protractor 
Small protractor 








during the month of August. The Squad- 
ron was attached ‘to Wing Head ters, | 
based at Gray Field, Fort Lewis, Wash. 
Nine officers, thirty enlisted men and | 
four B-18 airplanes were taken, The men, 
were quartered in tents, and the officers! 
ned. a separate C.M,.7:.C, building to them- 
selves. 
The Squadron participated in two long | 
formation flights around the Northwest | 
area, a separate bombing mission over | 
tae ocean off Cape Flattery, and fur- 
nished airplanes for display on visitors' 
day. The squadron also ferried line 
branch officers from Pearson Field to | 
Gray Field, so that they could witness a | 
bombing demonstration conducted by the | 
lst Wing at Fort Lewis. 
Other points of interest included a | 
trip to Seattle, Wash., where several 
a yok officers and enlisted men visit- 
ed the Boeing factory. The new clipper 
ship was seen in all stages of construc- | 
tion, from eee to completion, and 
the mock-up of the stratosonere ship was 
also inspected. 
= ig) Spe ae and dance at the Fort 
Lewis Officers' Club wes given for 
General Andrews and officers of the 
First Wing. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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A FIRM BELIEVER IN ADEQUATE PREPAREDNESS 


Further referring to the participation | 
of the 88th Reconnaissance Scuaéron in | 
the First Wing Exercises in the Pacific | 
Northwest, the Hamilton Field Correspon- | 
dent declares that the above Squadron | 
boasts of the most err ar equipped | 
officer on the maneuvers. ile most of | 
the officers took along an extra pair of | 

ants and shirt, one officer of the 88th | 
included mach more. 

An inventory was taken, and it was 
found that this officer not only had the | 
necessary extra clothing, etc., but also |! 


the following items: 
Five-tube radio "Rain inthe Doorway" 
Static eliminator by Thorne Smith. 
Camera outfit 7-cell flashlight. 

(less tripod) Playing cards 
Brief case Buttons 
Extension courses Needle and thread — 
Corn plasters ~ Nurses' thermometer 
Sticulant Mirror 

(medicinal) Athletic clothes 
Mentholatum plus baseball cap 
Listerine - Bea heating pad 
Aspirin Batarobe 
Cathartic Slippers 
Anti cathartic Electric razor 
Vicks drops Sefety razor 
Cough drops Civilian cap 

(2. varieties) Toothpicks 





‘Reading lamp 


| Two extension cords 


| completion of his tour of 
'wice, were amended so as to assign him 


Giro is to be utilized for 
pes tment’ by the Cavalry Board to develop 


| cooperation with Cavalry. 


Gloves + 
S-4 crying towel 
Large pocket knife 
Thermos bottle Small pocket knife 

The News Letter Correspondent submits 
this list only as a matter of interest, 
and expresses the hope that it will not , 
be included:in the prescribed cfficers' 
field equipment. 


Night lamp 


Athletics and exercises during the t 
maneuvers were taken care of through 
bowling and organized softball between 
officers and enlisted men, 
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PERSONNEL NOTES 


Orders assigning Major Harold WV, Beaton 
to duty at Langley Field, Va., upon the 
forpign ser- 


to Barksdale Field, La. 


Master Sergeant Ruben St, John, Air 
Corps, stationed at Mitchel Field, N.Y., 
was appointed Warrant Officer, U.S. 
Army, effective September l, 1938, ‘and 
assigned to the Air Corps. He will re- 


main on duty at Mitchel Field. 


Major A.G, Hamilton, former station- 
ed at Brooks Field, Texas, arrived at 


|Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, on 


August 19th to assume command of the 


First Observation Squadron, 

Second Lieut. Roy Ossin Ralstan, Air 
Reserve, of Dallas, Texas, was assigned 
to extended active duty at Patterson 
Field, Fairfield, Ohio, to September 5» 
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1ST OBSERVATION SQUADRON IN MANEUVERS 


A motor convoy with all except a hand- 
ful of men of the lst Observation Squad- 
ron, Air Corps, left Marshall Field, 
Fort Riley, Kansas, on August 24th, on a 
four-day trek to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, 
to participate in maneuvers of the 14th 
Brigade (Reenforced) during the period 
from August 28th to September 10th, 
Eight a fee were scheduled to leave 
Marshall Field for the maneuver. area on 
August 28th. 7 
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Second Lieut. G.H. Snyder ferried an 
autogiro from Patterson Field, Ohio, to 
Fort Riley, Kensas, on August 23rd, The 
test and ex- 


he tactics and technique of its use in 
V-7834, A, C. 
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A MOTOR TRIP DOWN 


Two Air Corps officers, Lieut. Colonel 
Gerald E, Brower and Captain Hugo P 
Rush, recently returned from a rather 
unusuai vacation. Utilizing a 16-foot 
cpas motor boat, they spent 28 s on 
the water and traveled from Pittsburgh, 
Pa., down the Ohio River and then down 
the Mississippi River to New Orleans, 
La. From the Crescent City they contin- 
— apes Mery Gulf ery nhs od 

orps aerial gunnery base at Valparaiso, 
Fla., which is used mostly by the Air 
Corps personnel at Maxwell Field, Ala., 
ere also serves as a vacation re- 
sort. 

The entire trip involved a total dis- 
tance of about 2200 miles. Captain 
Rush, owner of the boat, and Colonel 
Brower ate, slept and lived on it during 
the entire trip, No difficulties worthy 
of mention were encountered on the 
journey, What seemed to interest most 
of the people they met along the way was 
the 5 horsepower air-cooled ongine with 
which the boat is oe e air- 
cooled ongeue is a rather recent innova- 
tion and has many advantages over water- 
cooled engines, especially in waters 
with a large silt content and in salt 
water. The motor never missed a lick. 

There was only one o,f of rain during 
the entire wees and this seemed rather 
unusual since the officers heard over 
the radio and read in the newspapers of 
bad weather prevailing all over the 
country during that particular period. 
There was only one when they did not 
travel, and on that occasion they were 
held up at New Orleans on account of 
hurricane warnings, They spent that day 
with Mr. Higgins, of the Higgins Boat 
Company, and investigated the possibili- 
ty ef utilizing his specially designed 
boats as airplane rescue craft. 

Possibl e most outstanding feature 
of the trip was that,while the vacation- 
ists knew they were in the center of 
what is supposed to be an inhabited and 
civilized country, there were very few 
tagicatéons to substantiate that fact. 
The atte white they had all oleae es- 
pecially while they were on the issis- 
sippi, was that they were almost entire- 
ly cut off from the rest of the world, 
except when they neared the big cities, 
and there were no indications of human 
beings living anywhere along either 
shore. For the most yt fficulty 
Was experienced in ob aining food and 
gasoline, 

Due to the moswlng?y desolate charac- 
ter of the country through which they 
traveled, and the almost complete ab- 
sence of houses or shacks atone the 
river banks, except when the vicinity of 
the large cities was reached, the offi- 
cers expected the trip to prove very 
monotonous or boresome dur ng. Oe great- 
er part of it, but actually they were 


THE OLD MISSISSIPPI 


kept busy all the time, The trip proved 
such a complete change from the ordinary 
routine of life that it turned out to be 
a really fine vacation, Captain Rush 
rew a luxuriant beard, and both he and 
olonel Brower could well have been mis- 
taken for negroes by the time the trip 
was completed, Certain it is that they 
absorbed plenty of sunshine, 

A most unusual and unexpected inci- 
dent cropped up on the Mississippi River 
ust above the Red River, when they met 
.G, Tinker, the American airman who saw 
action in the civil war in Spain and who 
wrote the very interesting story in the 
"Saturday Evening Post" under the title 
"Some Still Live." Tinker was on his 
way down into the Evangeline country and 
was paddling a canoe, It was quite a 
coincidence ee him on the river 
and the fact that here were three avia- 
tors meeting in the middle of a river 
in small boats struck temas being quite 
unusual, They drifted along together for 
@ couple of hours and talked over avia- 
tion matters. 

The meeting with Tinker marked one of 
only two other pleasure boats that were 
met during the whole trip. Apparently 
very few pecpie make that sort of a 
trip on the river. It was thought that 
considerable travel on the river would 
be in evidence, but it was learned that, 
outside of a few excursion boats at the 
larger cities, there is no passenger 
traffic on it whatever - qu te in con- 
trast to the old days on the Mississippi 
as pictured so vividly or the famous 
novelist, Mark Twain, e trips of 
these excursion boats seem to be limited 
to ten miles or less from the big cities, 
and even these trips are few and far 
between, Only one packet was at on 
schedule, The last packet was met a 
Vicksburg, Miss., and the unloading of 
it proved to be quite an rntighd Nig 
sight. The officers visited with the 
crew of this boat. 

It was learned that commercial traf- 
fic on the Mississippi had increased 
somewhat, and that most of this increase 
is attributed to gorecaner’ subsidies, 

A number of the old stern wheelers were 
te ot om ae some Rive ao oe ae on 
propelled boats up an wn the 
river strings of ae usually loaded 
with oil or gascline. 

The complete lack of activity on the 
river may be attributed mainly to fears 
of flood. Other factors are the vast 
improvements effected in automobile, bus 
and rail transportation. Still another 
factor is the presence of many floating 
logs, making it compulsory for pilots 
of water craft to be particularly vigil- 
eaué and to exercise considerable concen- 
tration on tthe job so as to dodge them 
and avert disaster. 





On the Ohio River, between Pittsburgh 


13- V-7834, A. C ° 


r 








and Cairo, Ill., there are mabe ly fifty | 
locks. Colonel Brower and Captain Rush | 
passed through only about twenty of them) 
and passed over the remainder on the 
crest of a flood fev gp eae ag at that) 
time, This permitted them to go over 
the various dams. 

It wes noticed that Army engineers are! 
performing a great job in connection 
with flood control along the river. Cut-| 
offs have been effected at many of the | 
. bends in the river, and work is proceed-| 
ing at a constant pace on the channel 
and on the banks, ‘ 

mame D0 wwe 


PURCHASE OF AIR CORPS EQUIPMENT 


Under date of August 29th, the Acting | 
Secretary of War, e Honorable Louis 
Johnson, announced the following awards: 

To the Sperry Gyroscope Company, Inc., | 
of Brooklyn, New York, a contract for 
various flight instruments in the amount, 
of $376,600. 

To the Kollsman Instrument Company, 
Elmhurst, New York, a contract in tne 
amount of $135,850. for various flight 
instruments, 

These flight 
stalled on new 
and to replace 
ments on older 


instruments are to be in- 
aircraft being procured, 
cbsolete flight instru- 
aircraft, 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK BY 1ST OBS, SQUADRON 


The photography has just been complet- 
ed for a controlled mosaic embracing *: | 
5500 square miiss, being made by the lst! 
Observation Scquadron, stationed at Mar- 
shall Field, Fort Riley Kansas, for the! 
Command and General Staff School at Fort | 
Leavenworth, Kansas, 
- During the month of. August, a strip » 
was made covering 1,000 square miles sf 
the flooded Missouri River, The photo- 
. graphs will be used by U. S. Engineers 

in preparing flood-control projects and 
in settling claims for flood damage, 
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CAPTAIN HONAN GOES TO WRIGHT FIELD | 

j 

Captain John J, Honan, of the Judge | 

Advocate General's Department, U.S. ’ 

is relieved from assignment and duty in 

the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 

Washington, D.C., effective October 17, 

1938, and is then assigned to the Air 

Corps Materiel Division at Wright Field, | 

. Dey on, Ohio, Captain Honan is also 

detailed for duty with the Organized 

Reserves of wie, ¢ieae Corps Area. 
——=—QU0<—--— 


i which, it is stated, will be of 
| Ampor sence to every division of Wes.vern 
Vv 


| Legion Nationa 
| "side show" co 


| forming to Navy Aeronautical 





U.S. WAR BALLOONISTS TO MEET IN 
CONVENTION AT LOS ANGZLES. 


Veterans of the World War who served 
with the Lighter-than-Air Division of 


| the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, are 


scheduled to concentrate at Los ‘eles, 
California, for their annual conclave, 
Regvenver 18th to 2lst, next. 

n the latest issue of "HAUL DOWN AND 
EASE OFF," the official publication of 
The National Association of American 
Balloon Corps Veterans, it is stated 
that to Sandb ers the 1938 American 
Convention is but a 
ared with the "BIG TOP" 
attraction of tae Balloon Veterans, as 
planned by the Los Angeles Bed No, 4, 
and its reunion committee. 

The sessions of the convention will 
be held at the Clerk Hotel, 

In the official publication, above 
referred to, numerous terms are applied 
to the men who served in the Balloon 


Section during the war, such as 
"Sandbaggers," "Balloonnaires," "Rope- 
Pullers," and what have you. 


---000--- 
Major General Oscar Westover, Chief 
of the Air Corps, was the guest of honor 


'at the first Fort Omaha Reunion Banquet 


of the U.S. War Balloonists, which was 
held recently in Omaha, Nebraska. 


TEST OF PILOTS! 


Ten pairs of pilots’ sun glasses, con- 
ecifica- 
tion No. M-d46, have been obtained by 
the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, for the purpose of 
conducting comparative service test with 
the Air Corps e D-l anti-glare 
ogzies, conforming to Air Corps Speci- 
iceiion No, 3064 and Air Corps Drawing 
3484023. 
light tests under a wide range of 
atmospheric conditionswere to be con- 
ducted at five Air Corps stations. 
estionnaires have been forwarded to 
ese five stations which are to be 
spcomp)s ened and forwarded to the 
Materiel Division by September 1, 1938. 


SUN GOGGLES 


The 4th Annual Convention of the 
Western Safety Conference, which com- 
rises eleven western States, will be 
eld in Los Angeies, Calif., September 
12 to 16, 1938, Invitations have been 


; issued to those in the aviation industry 
'in the western part of the United States 


to attend and participate in the ses- 
sions and discussions of this conference 
enuine 


tion. Such recommendations as. the 
Conference may make will serve as a 
got ge to the Governors and Legislatures 
n formlating any legislation pertain- 
ing to aviation, — Pige 
- V-7834, A.C, 








